
Aquatic Features, Inc. 
has been proudly 
serving the greater 
Austin area since 1999. 
Their dedicated team 
of trained biologists 
and professionals work 
diligently to ensure that 
you are getting the 
most out of your water 
resources.

Continued on other side

Accelerating Water
Resource Restoration
Case Study - Lady Bird Lake

Lake Bird Lake is a 416-acre reservoir located in Austin, TX.  The lake 
is a recreational resource at the heart of Austin and is surrounded by 
an extensive park and trail system.  The local community uses the 
lake extensively for lake shore recreation with pets, non-motorized 
boating activities, and fishing.

Lady Bird Lake has experienced recent episodes of Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) caused by 
cyanobacteria production that has accumulated in various areas around the lake.  In 2019, multiple 
dogs died while playing and swimming around the lake sparking large public concern for the 
safety of the lake.  The City of Austin quickly responded by closing parks and putting in place 
monitoring and communication plans to help the public avoid further negative impacts. 
Investigation found cyanobacteria were producing concerning levels of the algal toxin - dihydro-
anatoxin.  These cyanobacteria mats were growing on the lake floor and lifting up and floating 
around the lake.

With this knowledge they began looking for solutions.  In 2020, phosphorus mitigation in the 
sediment was picked as a potential effective solution to the water quality problems impacting 
Lady Bird Lake.  The City of Austin partnered with EutroPHIX to begin inactivating phosphorus 
in the sediments around Red-bud Isle where the majority of the issues were occuring.  
EutroPHIX worked with Aquatic 
Features Inc. to apply lanthanum 
modified bentonite (LMB) around 
the island across three applications 
during the summer of 2021.  The 
phosphorus in the sediment was 
sampled and analyzed throughout 
the project to measure results.

Enjoying Lady Bird Lake



When you are ready to get started or want to learn more about the restoration process, contact us at:  
844-HAB-PHIX (844-422-7449) or info@eutrophix.com.  Visit eutrophix.com.

Accelerating Water Resource Restoration

Always read and follow all label directions. EutroPHIX is a division of SePRO Corporation. The name EutroPHIX and logo brand are trademarks of SePRO Corporation. 
EutroSORB is a trademark of SePRO Corporation. Phoslock is a registered trademark of Phoslock Environmental Technologies, Ltd. Copyright ©2020 SePRO Corporation.
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Biologically Available Sediment Phosphorus

Sediment phosphorus taken at the end of summer resulted in a 77% decline in labile and iron-bound 
phosphorus which are considered biologically accessible forms of phosphorus.  There was also a drastic 
shift in the algal community during this time with a high abundance of cyanobacteria shifting towards 
non-toxic beneficial algae and Chara.  Toxin levels within algae samples collected around Red-bud 
Isle also had much lower levels of toxins compared to 2019 and 2020.

The City of Austin and EutroPHIX will continue assessing the work performed in 2021 and proactively 
addressing water quality issues impacting Lady Bird Lake.  Watch a short video of the Lady Bird Lake 
project.  Scan the above QR code, or https://vimeo.com/617232720
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